
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program – April 29 – May 4 
Doing Life Together – Doing Life Together 

 

MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 John 3:8 
OBSERVATION: Let's work out in concentric circles from the term "works of the devil" in 1 John 3:8. The closest 
concentric circle is the sentence before in verse 8a and the sentence after in 1 John 3:9. Verse 8a: "He who 
commits sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning." Then comes our text that the Son of 
God came to destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:9: "No one born of God commits sin; for God's nature 
abides in him and he cannot sin because he is born of God." 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 John 3:4 
OBSERVATION: Lawlessness is living as though your own ideas are superior to God's. Lawlessness says, "God 
may demand it, but I don't prefer it." Lawlessness says, "God may promise it, but I don't want it." Lawlessness 
replaces God's law with my contrary desires. I become a law to myself. Lawlessness is rebellion against the right 
of God to make laws and govern his creatures.  
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE:  1 John 3:8 
OBSERVATION: John has in mind here not just the presence of the Son of God but all that he did by living and 
dying and rising from the dead. So the first answer to how Christ destroys the works of the devil is that he 
appears: he comes to live and die and rise again, and somehow that destroys sin. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE: 1 John 3:9 
OBSERVATION: So there are two ways the works of the devil are destroyed in this text. One is by the appearing 
of the Son of God and the other is by new birth. Now how are these two related? Why are both necessary and 
not just one? It's not enough for Jesus to come and die and rise again. People must be born of God. Otherwise 
the works of the devil are not destroyed. Sin goes on reigning. Nor is it possible that God should just cause 
people to be born anew without the appearance of the Son of God. Both are necessary. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 John 3:9 
OBSERVATION: 1 John 3:9 says that when a person is born of God, God's seed abides in him. That's why he 
cannot sin. The image is taken from ordinary human birth. When a father begets a child, the father's seed 
abides in the child. Something of the father is in the child and it makes him like his father. God's character is the 
very opposite of sin, therefore the child of God will be like his Father—he should avoid sin. 
 
SATURDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 John 1:7 
OBSERVATION: Walking in the light doesn't mean that you are sinless; it means you see your sins now in God's 
light and respond to them the way God does. 1 John 3:9 is a clear parallel to 1 John 3:7 and teaches this. "If we 
confess our sins (that corresponds to 'if we walk in the light'), he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (that corresponds to 'the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin')." A person 
who walks in the light "confesses sin." That means he sees sin the way God does and agrees with God. He hates 
sin, he is sorry for sin, he turns and flees from known sin. When sin is pointed out in his life, he does not bristle 
with self-righteousness; he confesses, admits, repents. 
 
This week’s study brought to you John Piper. Biblestudytools.com 


