
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program May 4th – May 11th – May 16th  
Doing Life Together – 3D Life 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Philippians 2:2–4 
OBSERVATION: After four “if” statements, Paul gives the concluding, “then” statement. If the four previous statements are 
true (and Christians should be able to say “yes” to them all), then Paul tells them to complete his joy. The realities of 
Christ’s work in our lives form the foundation for Paul’s encouraging words for how to live.21The main verb in vs. 1–4 is 
“Make complete” in vs. 2. However, Paul’s primary concern is not his own joy, but the Philippians unity, “being of the same 
mind” (ESV).22Paul has already mentioned the joy he has in the Philippians becauseof their salvation (1:3–5). Now he 
shows his great pastoral care by demonstrating his own affection and sympathy towards them in longing to see the 
Philippians 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE:  Philippians 2:2–4 
OBSERVATION: Paul gives five ways that the Philippians are to pursue their unity. All five of these phrases are 
grammatically dependant on Paul’s statement to “be of the same mind.” Many English translations simplify the grammar 
by creating a series of short sentences made up of commands. While this generally captures the idea, it takes away from 
the connection that all of these phrases are directed towards how the Philippians are to actually build unity. Being of one 
mind involves not just agreeing with each other, but having their lives directed in the same way. It does not just refer to 
similar beliefs, but a united purpose of life and united relationships. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE:  Philippians 2:5-11 
OBSERVATION Paul repeats the main verb from verse 2, phroneō. By doing so, he draws our attention to the fact that the 
“this mind” that they are to pursue is an elaboration of what he said in vs. 2–4. In other words, the rich doctrinal 
discussion about Jesus Christ that Paul is about to launch into is pointing us to Christ, just as Paul did in vs. 1.40Here Jesus 
is the model for how we are to pursue unity.41We do not truly have right doctrine if we can discuss the nature of Christ’s 
deity and incarnation and exaltation as set forth here and yet are not in the process of living out the implications of that 
doctrine in our lives 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE: Philippians 2:5-11 
OBSERVATION: The verb “taking” in verse seven expresses the means by which Jesus Christ emptied himself. Questions 
about how Jesus Christ, being fully God and fully man, used or did not use divine attributes (such as omnipresence and 
omnipotence) are likely not touched upon directly here. What Paul makes clear here is twofold: first, Jesus is fully God and 
became fully man. Second, in becoming man he humbled himself. The glorious and exalted eternal Son of God became a 
man and a slave!57Verse 8 will further develop the humility of the Son. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Philippians 2:9-11 
OBSERVATION: Paul builds to the climax of the discussion of Jesus’ example by focusing on his exaltation by God the Father. 
It is important to remember that verses 9–11 arestill related to verse 5. In other words, Paul is both teaching 
gloriousdoctrine about Jesus as well as settinghim forth as an example. The exaltation of Christ is therefore supposed to 
form our example of what our mindset should be as we follow Christ in pursuing unity 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Philippians 2 
OBSERVATION: Pursue unity based on the gospel. We must recognize that we have beenunited in Jesus because of what 
God has done for us. We must also recognize that we have the same goal: fulfilling the Great Commission by seeing the 
lostsaved and the saved built up to maturity. There are plenty of other places we can find unity (social status, ethnicity, 
musical preferences, age, gender, hobbies, etc.), but those very same issues can also be sources of division.  


