
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program Sept 21st – 26th    
Doing Life Together – Envision 2020 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
OBSERVATION: One of the keys to an excellent life and an excellent church is simplicity. Like In-N-Out Burger, 
when we do just a few simple things well, we can attain excellence. Unfortunately, many Christians and many 
churches are not experiencing excellence because they are trying to accomplish too many things. This leads to 
chaos and stress. In 1 Peter 4:7–11, the apostle Peter uses the nearness of Christ’s return as a motivation for 
simple, but excellent living. 

 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
OBSERVATION: These believers were suffering for their faith. They recognized that the end would mean God 
would visit His people (2:12), Jesus would be revealed (1:7, 13), and their suffering would finally end (5:10). 
While our situation is not as severe as that of these early Christians, we too should be longing for Christ’s soon 
return. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
OBSERVATION: Knowing that we are in the end times should not make us go off the deep end. Rather, we 
should keep our wits about us, or be sensible. The command “be of sober spirit” means that we should be alert 
and self-controlled. We should have the clarity of mind of a person who is sober, not drunk. This word is also a 
quality for elders (1 Tim 3:2). 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
OBSERVATION The word “fervent” is the Greek adjective ektene, which means “stretched” or “strained.” The 
Greeks originally used this word to describe the way a horse stretched to reach its top speed. This word was 
often used to describe the taut muscles of an athlete who strains to win a race. It brings to mind an athlete 
stretching out to make a play. The only other time that the adjective ektenes is used is Luke 22:44 when Jesus 
was in the garden of Gethsemane in agony praying very fervently. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
OBSERVATION The word translated “complaint” is the Greek noun goggusmos.23 Grumbling is probably the 
best example of goggusmos, a word that sounds like what it describes. Too often, there’s a lot of 
“goggusmosing” going on in our hearts as we serve others. Perhaps we could paraphrase this verse: “Be 
hospitable to one another without gripping about it or secretly wishing you didn’t have to be!” I like what 
Donald Coggan, Archbishop of Canterbury, once said: “True Christian hospitality is making people feel at home, 
when you wish they were at home.”We have to be very careful that when we demonstrate hospitality, we do so 
with a pure heart. When we complain either out loud or in our inner heart, we have not entirely carried out 
God’s will. By exercising hospitality, we can turn our homes into “hospitals”—places of healing and rest 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
OBSERVATION: God’s heart for us is to finish our race as a team, as family. He doesn’t want us to run ahead of 
others. He wants me to grab your hand and pick you up; He wants you to do the same for me. Then together 
we run hand-in-hand for the finish line. Look up; live well. 


