
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program February 1st – 6th            
Doing Life Together – Hard Push toward JESUS 

 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE Mark 2:1-12 
OBSERVATION: Jesus is impressed by the faith of the man’s friends. Their faith is active, showing care, 
compassion, and friendship to someone who was excluded from both the financial and relational 
rewards of work. In their faith, there is no separation between being and doing. 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 2:1-12 
OBSERVATION: Jesus sees their effort as an act of collective faith. “When Jesus saw their faith he said 
to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven’” (Mark 2:5). Regrettably, the community of faith plays a 
vanishingly small role in most Christians’ work lives in the modern West. Even if we receive help and 
encouragement for the workplace from our church, it is almost certain to be individual help and 
encouragement. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 2:1-12 
OBSERVATION: In earlier times, most Christians worked alongside the same people they went to 
church with, so churches could easily apply the Scriptures to the shared occupations of labourers, 
farmers, and householders. In contrast, Western Christians today seldom work in the same locations 
as others in the same church. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE: Mark 2:1-12 
OBSERVATION: Nonetheless, today's Christians often work in the same types of jobs as others in their 
faith communities. So there could be an opportunity to share their work challenges and opportunities 
with other believers in similar occupations. Yet this seldom happens. Unless we find a way for groups 
of Christian workers to support one another, grow together, and develop some kind of work-related 
Christian community, we miss out on the communal nature of faith that is so essential in Mark 2:3-12. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 2:1-12 
OBSERVATION: Please observe three things: (1) work is intended to benefit those who can’t support 
themselves through work, as well as those who can; (2) faith and work are not separated as being and 
doing, but are integrated into action empowered by God; and 3) work done in faith cries out for a 
community of faith to support it. 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Mark 2:1-12 
OBSERVATION: The story of Jesus healing the paralytic man raises the question of what the theology 
of work means for those who do not have the ability to work. The paralytic man, prior to this healing, 
is incapable of self-supporting work. As such, he is dependent on the grace and compassion of those 
around him for his daily survival. 


