
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program July 19th - 17th
Doing Life Together – Hard Push toward JESUS

MONDAY:
KEY VERSE Mark 10:1-12
OBSERVATION: Mark is careful to point out the motive which brought them. They came in order to test him.
The Greek word used here suggests that they were probing him, jabbing at him verbally, trying to stir up
trouble, to catch him saying something which would allow them to provoke a crisis. Their hostility against him
has intensified, and they are determined to put him to death. So they selected a very controversial question,
one which was bound to draw considerable interest on the part of the people -- the eternal issue of divorce.

TUESDAY:
KEY VERSE: Mark 10:1-12
OBSERVATION: It is evident that they are trying to get him to make a choice between the two views which were
widely held in that day, represented by two main schools of thought in Israel. One was the teaching of the great
rabbi, Hillel. Moses, in Deuteronomy 24, had said that a man could divorce his wife if he found any indecency in
her. Hillel interpreted that to mean anything which displeased the husband. the school of Shammai, another
great Hebrew rabbi, who taught that divorce was to be strictly limited, that only under certain rigidly defined
conditions could divorce ever be granted. So the nation was split between these two schools of thought.

WEDNESDAY:
KEY VERSE: Mark 10:1-12
OBSERVATION: Jesus did not simply answer these Pharisees immediately out of his own authority. He sent
them back to Moses first. In other words, he upheld the authority of the Scriptures. Jesus always did. He always
referred to the Old Testament as a book that has the answers, as a book that is an authority on life.

THURSDAY:
KEY VERSE: Mark 10:1-12
OBSERVATION: What was Jesus reveling in His answer? Well, it is pointing out very clearly that a divorce could
occur, in order to reveal in public what has been going on in private in that marriage: the hardness of heart. This
is what the Law always does. The Law is given to reveal sin. "By the law is the knowledge of sin," (Romans 3:20b
KJV).

FRIDAY:
KEY VERSE: Mark 10:1-12
OBSERVATION: According to Moses, a husband (he looked at it only from the standpoint of the husband) could
see some uncleanness in his wife, some indecency. He did not specify what it must be -- evidently just
something displeasing to the husband, something in his wife that he did not like. And Moses said that because
of it, in order to make clear what the husband's attitude was, a divorce was to be permitted.

SATURDAY:
KEY VERSE: Mark 10:1-12
OBSERVATION: What should a husband do when he finds something in his wife that he does not like? According
to the further revelation of the New Testament in this regard, a husband ought to understand why his wife is
like this. This is the word of Peter to husbands: "Husbands, dwell with your wives according to knowledge," (1
Peter 3:7 KJV). That is, do not merely react to them; understand why they are acting the way they are. So this is
why Moses granted divorce. It would tend to make public what had been going on in private, so that the world
would see the difficulties which were being hidden within the confines of the home.


