
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program July 26th – 31st                           
Doing Life Together – Hard Push toward JESUS 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: The religious leaders learned this lesson the hard way. Having stood helplessly by while Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem as the King of Israel and when He cleansed the temple for the second time, they were 
forced to take aggressive action to put an end to His popularity and power. The ‘great debate’ was the scheme 
of a coalition of differing religious and political viewpoints to publicly embarrass Jesus by asking him for 
answers to seemingly unanswerable questions. 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: The scribes and Pharisees had a rather well-defined process of ordination in the days of the 
Savior’s earthly ministry.77 There is little question but what the religious elite regarded Jesus as little more 
than a ‘country boy,’ whose teaching was to be lightly regarded. The question of authority is a crucial one, 
however, and cannot be brushed aside. The response of the Master is not an evasion of the question, but the 
exposure of the denial and rejection of those who were the leaders of the nation. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: One of the primary witnesses to the identity and authority of Jesus was John the Baptist, who 
was sent to prepare the way for Messiah (cf. Mark 1:1-11). How did the chief priests, scribes and elders regard 
John and his claim? Did they accept his testimony? The truth was they did not. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE:  Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: If John were a prophet, indeed, then why did they not consider John’s testimony sufficient 
authority for Jesus’ teaching and ministry? If, on the other hand, they revealed their true appraisal of John 
(which probably was that he was some kind of religious ‘nut’) they would lose whatever esteem the multitudes 
had for them. I marvel at the gospel accounts of the religious hierarchy’s private discussion, for not once did 
they consider the issue theologically (in terms of what the truth was), but only politically and pragmatically 
(what will the crowds think?). Their theology seemingly was only a facade, a high-sounding explanation for 
their moral wickedness. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: The scribes and Pharisees considered themselves to be the ultimate authority. They were those 
who ordained and accredited religious leaders. They set aside scripture and made it subservient to their 
traditions (Matthew 15:6). They rejected the witness of the Law and the prophets. They refused to hearken to 
the preparatory announcement of John the Baptist. They made themselves the authority. 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: The reason that many reject Jesus as their Messiah and Savior is that they place themselves 
above the authority of the Word of God. They trust in their own reasonings rather than in divine revelation. 
The fundamental question one must face in deciding about Jesus Christ is “What is my ultimate authority?” 


