
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program August 2nd – 7th                            
Doing Life Together – Hard Push toward JESUS 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: . The leaders challenge Jesus – By what authority do you do these things? This is the wrong 
question. They should have been asking the question, “Why did we not drive out these greedy businessmen 
earlier?” “Why did we allow the temple to become a place of business and profit instead of worshipping God?” 
But they didn’t ask those questions. In debates there a number of strategies for trying to win an argument. 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: The purest form of debate is to discuss the merits of the issue at stake, in this case, should 
those people be allowed to run their business there. However, many debaters who are on the losing side of an 
issue use other strategies to attempt to confuse the issue. One of the most common is called an ad hominem 
attack. This attacks the other debater’s character or credibility. It is considered a weak debating tactic only 
used by those who have already lost the argument. Not surprisingly, this is the strategy which the leaders 
turned to because of their public humiliation. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: Jesus did not directly answer their question. Why? Perhaps it would be a case of casting pearl 
before swine. Or more likely, Jesus knew that telling them He was the Son of God and it was His house would 
stir up their anger and hatred against Him even more. So He asks them to first answer by what authority John 
the Baptist ministered. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE:  Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: From the passage on the cleansing of the temple, to their rejection of God, to their hatred for 
and desire to kill Jesus, to their hard hearts toward the sick and needy, we can see that the religious leaders 
were the most morally corrupt of all of the Jews. They were hypocrites. Their religion made them look nice on 
the outside, while their hearts were stained black with sin. This is an important reminder that following 
religious rituals is not the answer. It wasn’t the answer then. And it isn’t the answer now. We need to allow 
God to transform our hearts. Matthew 15:8. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: What lesson can we learn from Jesus’? He didn’t just do what people expected Him or wanted 
Him to do (ie: answering questions). He didn’t answer just because He could. Sometimes answering a question 
is the easiest thing, but not the best thing 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Mark 11:27-33 
OBSERVATION: We can challenge their assumptions and encourage critical thinking. Of course Jesus answered 
many questions as well. Each situation is a unique and requires a different type of response. Pray for wisdom 
from God to deal with both argumentative and sincere question askers. 


