
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program August 16th – 21st                              
Doing Life Together – Hard Push toward JESUS 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: John 3:1-21 
OBSERVATION: Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: Nicodemus was one of those impressed by Jesus' signs (John 
2:23), and a member of the ruling Sanhedrin. He was religious (of the Pharisees), educated (Nicodemus is a 
Greek name), and influential (a ruler). Nicodemus comes to Jesus as a representative of all men (John 2:23-25), 
and he represents what is high and best in men. 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: John 3:1-21 
OBSERVATION: Jesus' reply to Nicodemus shatters the Jewish assumption that their racial identity - their old 
birth - assured them a place in God's Kingdom. Jesus makes it plain that a man's first birth does not assure him 
of the kingdom - only being born again gives this assurance. Born again: The ancient Greek word translated 
again (anothen) can be also translated "from above. " This is the sense in which John used this word in John 
3:31 and in John 19:11 and 19:23. Either way, the meaning is essentially the same. To be born from above is to 
be born again 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: John 3:1-21 
OBSERVATION: In Jesus' day, the common teaching among the Jewish people was that the first two aspects of 
the New Covenant had been fulfilled. They saw Israel regathered - at least in part - after the Babylonian exile. 
They saw strong spiritual movements like the Pharisees, which they believed fulfilled the promise of spiritual 
transformation. All they waited for was the reign of the Messiah. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE:  John 3:1-21 
OBSERVATION: Jesus chides Nicodemus for not being aware of the need and the promise of the new birth, 
because these are plainly laid out in the Old Testament. Nicodemus knew these passages well, but believed 
that they had been fulfilled in regard to the new birth. But he should have known better! 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: John 3:1-21 
OBSERVATION: In the Numbers 21:4-9 account, the people were saved not by doing anything, but by simply 
looking to the bronze serpent. They had to trust that something as seemingly foolish as looking at such a thing 
would be sufficient to save them, and surely, some perished because they thought it too foolish to do such a 
thing. vi. As it says in Isaiah 45:22: Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there 
is no other. We might be willing to do a hundred things to earn our salvation, but God commands us to only 
trust in Him - to look to Him 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: John 3:1-21 
OBSERVATION: How do people hate the light of God's truth? Some express their hatred by actively fighting 
against it, and others express their hatred by ignoring God's truth - by saying to Jesus "You are not worth my 
time." 


