
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program August 23rd – 28th                               
Doing Life Together – Hard Push toward JESUS 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 12:28-34 
OBSERVATION: What does it mean to “not be far from the kingdom of God”? In the past few weeks, we’ve 
seen groups of people debating with Jesus in the temple court. The Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadduccees all 
prove they’re far from the kingdom of God. But here we have a scribe, likely a member of the Pharisees, whom 
Jesus says is not far from the kingdom of God. He came closer than all the others. But, of course, being not far 
does not mean being in, and being in is what matters. 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 12:28-34 
OBSERVATION: Look at his question. He has an important theological question to ask. “Which commandment 
is the most important of all?” That question was a hotly debated issue in his day. It would have been the 
theological trending topic on Twitter, with all the seminary professors and pastors and lay people jumping in 
with their opinion. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 12:28-34 
OBSERVATION: The second passage Jesus combined with Deuteronomy 6 is the “love your neighbor” passage 
from Leviticus 19:18. This combination summarized the law in a way that actually made sense. It captured the 
whole thing. God wants both love for him and love for others. But one comes first. Loving others as yourself 
flows from loving God with all you are. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE:  Mark 12:28-34 
OBSERVATION: There was another problem with this scribe. He not only knew God’s law, he also agreed with 
it. How’s that a problem? It’s a problem because he stopped there. Though he agreed with God’s law on a 
surface level, he didn’t allow it to change him. His interest was intellectual, not spiritual. He agreed with Jesus’ 
answer but did not go on down the path to actual obedience. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Mark 12:28-34 
OBSERVATION: The Ten Commandments tell us “You shall not commit adultery.” Okay. I bet a lot of us will 
make it through life without committing adultery on our spouse. But again, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
says if you lust in your heart after another, you’ve committed adultery in God’s sight. Who of us aren’t in 
danger of doing that very thing today?! God isn’t only calling us to avoid negative actions, he’s demanding from 
us loving, positive actions that spring from a pure heart. That’s God’s law! Have you obeyed that law? Can you 
obey that? 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Mark 12:28-34 
OBSERVATION: The difference between being near and being in the kingdom of God is simple, though I admit, 
not easy. It comes down to this: What do you do with Jesus? Is he a teacher or a savior? Can you see him for 
who he is and what he did or do you merely admire him for what he taught? 


