
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program June 20th -  25th   
Doing Life Together – 4 HIM 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 17 
OBSERVATION: In Luke’s day, Thessalonica is an important link between the rich Macedonian agricultural 
interior and land and sea trade routes. Paul seems to view Thessalonica as a strategic center from which to 
preach the gospel in the Balkan peninsula. Paul knows that he does not have to go to all these areas — once he 
begins a church in one city, the believers themselves will begin spreading the good news to nearby areas.  
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 17 
OBSERVATION: The unbelieving Jews decide it is time to stop Paul’s evangelizing activities. So they “rounded 
up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city” (17:5). The mob is 
composed of criminal types who hang around the public square with nothing to do but cause trouble. The Jews 
probably pay them to start a riot. Apparently, their goal is to implicate Paul and Silas in a civil disturbance. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 17 
OBSERVATION:. Luke presents the Berean Jews as open minded individuals. “The Berean Jews were of more 
noble character than those in Thessalonica,” he writes, “for they received the message with great eagerness 
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” (17:11). 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE: Acts 17 
OBSERVATION:  Paul doesn’t accuse the Athenians of idolatry or any sin, but acknowledges their interest in the 
divine. Paul builds on their piety, he doesn’t condemn it. Privately, of course, he is very distressed by the fact 
that their worship is directed toward idols (17:16). The word for “religious” used here is ambiguous. It can 
mean either “superstitious” or “devout.” “Perhaps Paul deliberately chose the word with kindly ambiguity so as 
not to offend his hearers while, at the same time, expressing to his own satisfaction what he thought of their 
religion” (Williams, 304). 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 17  
OBSERVATION:  We should notice a few things about how Paul speaks before the Areopagus. First, he is not 
yet directly challenging their idolatry. Second, Paul does not use anything from the Jewish Scriptures in his 
speech. Third, this is an excellent example of Paul’s willingness to “become all things to all people” in order to 
preach the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:22).  
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Acts 17  
OBSERVATION:  Paul is near the end of his speech. He focuses on Christ, him crucified and resurrected. Paul 
insists that God will judge the world by “the man he has appointed” (17:31) — referring to Jesus, but not 
mentioning his name. Jesus has been given all power in heaven and earth. This reality is proven, insists Paul, in 
the fact that God raised him from the dead (17:31). As Paul tells the Romans, Jesus “was appointed the Son of 
God in power by his resurrection from the dead” (1:4).  


