
The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program September 19-24th       
Doing Life Together – 4 HIM 

 
 
MONDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 24 
OBSERVATION: Antonius Felix began life as a slave. His brother Pallas was a friend of the emperor 
Claudius; through such influence, he rose in status – first as a child gaining freedom, and then through 
intrigue he became the first former slave to become a governor of a Roman province. The slave mentality 
stayed with him. Tacitus, the Roman historian, described Felix as “a master of cruelty and lust who 
exercised the powers of a king with the spirit of a slave” (Historiae 5.9, cited in Longnecker). 
 
TUESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 24 
OBSERVATION: Paul clearly believed in a resurrection for both the righteous and the unrighteous. The 
idea of soul-sleep or annihilation for the unrighteous is not accurate according to New Testament 
teaching. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  
KEY VERSE: Acts 24  
OBSERVATION:  Paul said “They ought to have been here before you to object”  In this, Paul reminded 
Felix that there was no eyewitness testimony to prove the charges of his accusers. i. “This was a strong 
point in his defense: the people who had raised the hue and cry in the first instance, claiming to be 
eyewitnesses of his alleged sacrilege, had not troubled to be present.” (Bruce) Because Paul was in the 
right, he consistently called the case back to the evidence, the very thing his accusers avoided. 
 
THURSDAY:   
KEY VERSE: Acts 24 
OBSERVATION: Felix tried to walk a middle ground. He knew Paul was innocent, yet he did not want to 
identify himself with Paul’s gospel and the Christians. So he made no decision and kept Paul in 
custody. Knowing Paul’s innocence, he granted Paul generous liberty even while he was held in 
custody. 
 
FRIDAY:  
KEY VERSE:  Acts 24 
OBSERVATION:  Drusilla was the sister of Herod Agrippa II and Bernice mentioned in Acts 25. Drusilla was 
beautiful, ambitious, and about 20 years old at this point. Felix seduced her away from her husband and 
made her his third wife. 
 
SATURDAY: 
KEY VERSE: Acts 24 
OBSERVATION: Under Roman law, the type of custody Paul was in could only last two years. Felix showed 
that he was willing to break Roman laws by keeping Paul for more than two years. 


